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‘When God is ready for you
to move, He will make your
situation uncomfortable”

Every one of us have been
in uncomfortable situations,
and no | am not talking about
the time the Air conditioning
stopped working or when you
wore new clothes and it was
itchy and tight. Circumstances
that bought you down,
situations that made you look
up in despair. Times when you
were facing floods in your life.
Drowning in problems that
you cannot think a solution for,
despite trying everything you
can. It happens to every child
of God, if it doesn't happen to
you, you are not that special.
Trouble comes to you, when

your God believes that you
are special enough and strong
enough to handle it. The most
selling book in the world says,
It's the child that He loves that
He disciplines’ Facing with a
problem? Yay! He loves youl
Many people around us go
through similar situations in life,
in the past also people have
been broken down by pain.

A long long time ago, there
was a guy named Noah, who
faced flood! Literal flood. He
didn't drown, why you ask, it's
because he trusted in the Lord.
The greatest Weather Forecast
was given back then, and
none of the people believed
or trusted in God. Just one guy
and his family chose to believe.
The flood couldn't sink Noah,
because he trusted in the Lord
and he did everything the Lord
has commanded him. He didn't
deviate from the covenant of
the Lord, he whole heartedly
followed it, like a faithful servant

in the way Lord wanted him to
be. The world around him was
different, the world chose to
ignore the words of Noah, but
that didn't bother Noah, he
didn't listen to them, because
if he had listened to them he
wouldn't be sipping on grape
juice after the entire world was
destroyed. He chose to believe
in the Lord, it was different
from what the world chose. But
the result was also different.
When faced with trouble, all
we can do is believe and trust
the master. He will never leave
you nor forsake you. Storm hits
every child of God, if it's wasn't
there life would be very boring.
Do not worry about the storm
because nothing happens to
you without His knowledge.
And He would never leave you
hanging in the storm. Trusting
in the Lord always is difficult,
but it is worth it and most times
it's the only option we have.
We many times run to God

at times of trouble, but trust
in Him always, sometimes it
maybe sunshine and rainbows
other times it might be
thunderstorm, no matter what,
trust the Master at all times.
Smile through the storm,
He's waiting there with arms
stretched widel!
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Full Gospel Church of Philadelphia, Bahrain

FAREWELL TO
Pr. Antony Peo & Family

e

ety

After 33 years of a blessed life in the Kingdom of Bahrain Pastor Antony
Peo is leaving the island with his family, back to Chennai, his native place.
He got saved in the year 1987 and was ordained as a Pastor in the Full
Gospel Church of Philadelphia in 2006 and was pastoring the Tamil Cell
..'of the church. His wife was miraculously healed rom cancer by our Lord
-and has been very actlve in Women’s Ministry and Youth Ministry of the
thanv!a hedrummeroftheChurchch0|rM|n|st
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BEER LAHAI ROI (the one who sees me)

Our God Almighty has been
given different names by
different people in the Bible.
Jehovah Jirah (the provider),
Jehovah shalom (my peace),
Jehovah Ebenezer (thus far
the lord has helped us), etc.
One such name was given
by a girl named Hagar in
Genesis:16.

Who was Hagar???

An Egyptian orphan who
served as a maid servant to
Sarah.Probablyoneamongthe
many maid servants Abraham
acquired while he was in
Egypt (ch12:16). When closely
observed we find Hagar as
poor, helpless girl who shifted
her settlement from time
to time for her survival. She
could have been that sort of
a girl who was deprived of all
her fundamental rights and
considered only as a sort of
good to be traded. But this
time she fell into the hands
of a righteous man named
Abraham.

Now Abraham's family was not
an ordinary family. It consisted
of Abraham, his wife Sarah,
his cousin Lot and his family,
318 trained men, shepherds
and many other servants
like Hagar. To be noticed in
vast family like this, one had
to exhibit some exceptional
qualities and so we believe
that Hagar was a girl with an
exceptional character that
soon she became a part of
Abraham'’s inner circle. She
was exposed to their family
secrets and was considered
a trusted servant. This could
be the reason Sarah chose
her to be substitute wife for
Abraham. Moreover, she knew
the God of her mistress and
served him wholeheartedly.
When Abraham saw God
outside the tent Hagar saw
God inside the tent. When
Abraham revered God in
public Hagar revered him in
secret, meaning she used to
see God in the tent.

The act that justified her:

We always consider the
wicked Hagar who took
advantage of her mistress's
emptiness and despised her,
but | would like to overturn
the coin and consider the
act that justified her that God

almighty came down to her
aid in the desert of Shur and in
Beersheba.

1. Her decision to move from
a palace to a tent:

e see that in Genesis chapter
12 Pharaoh exchanged these
servants to  Abraham in
exchange for Sarah his wife,
and therefore we presume
that Hagar served pharaoh in
his palace. From a secured life
in palace she was forcefully
transferred to the family of a
nomad who kept on travelling
from place to place and lived
in tents. Although it was not
her decision to be shifted to
Abrahams family she stood
back and never fled and never
wished for her previous life.
Even when the most closely
associated cousin of Abraham
(Lot) left him she clung to
her mistress and served the
God of her master within her
limitations. Her transition from
a palace to a tent never bought
her any good but in the later
stage we discover that she had
discovered the greatest wealth
of her life - The God Almighty.

Therefore, the first act that
justified her is that she clung
to her mistress and considered
her transition as an opportunity
to see the God of her mistress.

2. Her willingness to be a
substitute:

In Genesis chapter 16 we see
that Sarah chose Hagar to
build her family by being a
substitute for her. Hagar being
an Egyptian girl had many
restrictions, but she ignored
them and surrendered herself
to wish of her mistress and
save the glory of the family.
From leading a life of freedom,
and  unaccountability  she
submitted herself to a loyal
relationship with her master
fulfilling his dream. Having
known that she would always
be considered secondary and
would not be loved even to half
of what Sarah received she still
sacrificed her dream of having
her own family for her mistress.
Therefore, the second act that
justified Hagar was that she
was willing to sacrifice her life
for the glory of her master.

3. Her obedience to return:
In the same chapter 16 we see
that when Sarah mistreated

her she fled away but later
returned heeding to the angel's
words. She fled from a tent
that offered her misery, from
a tent that provided her no
safety and having known these
facts she still returned hoping
to see her God within the tent.
For a normal girl with no aid,
to return to a place of sorrow
would have been dreadful and
risky but she still returned as
obedience to God, having faith
in her promise. Simply speaking
she returned to a no entry zone
where she was tortured only to
deliver the child for her master.
Therefore, the third act that
justified her was her willingness
to return to her mistress even
after being mistreated.

4. She served God out of
experience:

As mentioned earlier Hagar
mentioned God as Beer Lahai
Roimeaning | have seenthe one
who sees me. Hagar defined
her God as the one who always
watches, not based on what
she learnt from her mistress.
She never needed anybody's
assistance to experience the
presence of her God, while
Abraham built an alter to show
his reverence and sacrificed on
this alter whereas Hagar never
had access to any of this but
still she served God out of her
experience and mentioned him
as the one who saw her. When
Abraham had to climb mount
Moriah to understand a God
who provided, Hagar only had
to step out of the tent and travel
a few distances to understand
that there was a God who saw
her.

In the limelight of the above
instances let us take a moment
to consider ourselves instead
of Hagar. All of us might have
encountered situations like
that of Hagar. But the most
important matter is whether we
react like that of Hagar?

* When we are transferred from
our palace like luxuries to that
of a tent, do we murmur like
that of Israel about our previous
lives or do we cling onto our
master's (Jesus) tent? Are we
satisfied in every situation God
is transferring us into?

80NMUN 2018 |5
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* Are we willing to take up the
task God is entrusting us with
as that given to Hagar to be
a substitute or do we always
find our ways out of God's
calling? Do we wish to wander
away in freedom or enter
a serious relation with our
master sacrificing our desires
and aspirations? WWhen God
calls do we even respond or
do we ignore and live our own
lives?
* When God tells us to return
to a place that offered us
misery or entrust with any
responsibility  that causes
uneasiness in our lives are we
ready to obey? Or do we sail
our own ships just like Jonah
did? Are we willing to enter
risky zones heeding to Gods
word just as Abraham climbed
mount Moriah and risked his
son's life?
* Do we serve God out of
knowledge or experience?
Is our Christian life our own
effort or do we live it based
on somebody's experience?
Do our tents display God's
presence or do we simply
worship  God by seeing
Abrahams  alter  burning
outside? Does our relationship
with God remain the same
whether in the tent or in the
desert?

A genuine answer to these
questions may be an
eyeopener in our lives. Always
remember, it was these acts
that justified Hagar, that God
came to her aid when left
alone in the desert of Shur.
Again, in chapter 21 we see
the very same Beer Lahi Roi
appearing in the desert of
Beersheba, opening springs
of water for the crying Ishmael.

Therefore, let us surrender
ourselves before God's
presence and take a U-turn
if gone wrong at any point
because there is always Beer
Lahai Roi that comes to the
aid of those who seek him
earnestly.
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The distance between me
and death is only a breath,
which could cease any
minute or after all those
human attempts to prolong
it, at the mercy of machines.
There used to be a point
in life when death was
associated with “old age”
- well, the definition of the
phrase varied - then and
now. During my school
and college days, | hardly
remember of people dying
of cardiac arrests in their 30s
and 40s. Growing older, my
brain remained committed to
my understanding that only
‘old" people died - well my

definition was people in their
70s or 80s perhaps. Into the
40s club, still, death and age
shared an inseparable link, but
the figure lowered - yes people
do die in their 60s - so said
the heart and the brain was
convinced.

Then reality hit me hard for
the first time a couple of years
ago when death snatched a
precious friend, who matched
me in her age. Well, this time
the wise brain convinced the

emotional heart - she had
cancer.
Early this year, my school

buddy and a colleague, both
just vanished beyond the veil
in a jiffy, without even giving a

moment to catch up. | looked
at the mirror and “age" grinned
at me. Wit and sentiments
equally failed this time and
the mirror seemed to whisper
- death was around. That was
a full toss, the realisation that
people on my age could die!
Yes, allnow is a bonus - it could
be it few years, months, weeks
or days and maybe even the
next moment my name could
be prefixed with “late”. That was
scary a thought and honestly,

I went to bed with a heavy
heart, not wanting to accept
the inevitability of death, asking
God to keep me safe - yes, |
wanted to live, longer. Days on,
the inexplicable fear lingered.
It always took a while, reading
and praying, to get to sleep or
be easy about it.

Finally, as the saying goes,
every cloud has a silver lining -
one morning | woke up lighter
and with a greater reassurance,
finding myself opening to the
verse - “Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your

Raji Unnikrishnan
|
sting?" (I Corinthians 15:55). |
felt magic and as | sat quiet, a
gentle whisper echoed within
- all you need is to be ready
to embrace God's love.. Yes,
each day, is a step closer to
Jesus' bosom and all | need
is to keep a check on - "‘Am
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